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During an ordinary visit to the library, a girl pulls a not-so-ordinary book from the shelves. As she

turns the pages in this book about coral reefs, the city around her slips away and she finds herself

surrounded by the coral cities of the sea and the mysterious plants and animals that live, hunt, and

hide there.Coral Reefs by Jason Chin plunges readers into the ocean with incredible facts about

fish, coral reefs and marine life. Readers will experience the ocean like they never have before in

this stunning picture book full of breathtaking illustrations.Chin's approach makes this book a

must-have common core tool for teachers and librarians introducing scientific principals to young

students.
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First things first. Let's just get something out the way here before I go any further. I am not exactly a

disinterested party when it comes to this book. No, I don't know the author personally (though we

did meet once). No, I never saw an early manuscript or offered helpful criticisms when the text was

still young and unformed. No, I am not a coral reef myself. See, the thing about this book is that it

takes place at a very specific location. The bulk of the story happens when a kid enters a library.

And not just any library. My library. And by "my" I don't mean my local branch. I mean my employer.

So you see, I'm not sure I can be trusted to review this with an impassive eye. There's something



that makes a gal go all giddy when a book features her place of work. Never mind that Chin has

already established himself as a master of the magical realism nonfiction form (see: "Redwoods") or

that the book covers material rarely presented in such an imaginative fashion. Nonfiction books for

kids are usually such dull, dry affairs. Clearly an author has to get a little bit wet sometimes to make

them interesting. And compromised though I might be, I'm recommending this puppy with all my

heart.A girl stands in a library room and removes a book from a shelf entitled "Coral Reefs". As she

reads we see the text below each image. The book explains how reefs are formed, who lives in

them, and what their future may be. As we read along we see the girl's library suddenly flooded.

New York City is now underwater and the girl observes firsthand the lagoons, the feeding grounds,

and the food chain at work.
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